


Champagne Warrior on René Geoffroy 
  

Since his grapes came from many Marne Valley villages and the Pinot grapes were least likely to behave 

properly, Jean-Baptise Geoffroy had his work cut out for him in 2011. Still, he managed to create a bundle 

of great wines. His 2011 Blanc de Rose is right in line with past releases, showing a sleek elegance that 

manages to bring a lot of fruit to the table. Early samples of his blends are very fruit-forward, marked by 

minerality and plenty of potential; the line will be worth seeking out as the 2011-based versions of his wines 

flow onto the market. Most interesting to me was the Les Houtrants blend, which is a mixture of 

Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier, Arbanne, and Petit Meslier that are co-planted in a single vineyard. 

This blend was very tasty on its own, with soft acidity, bright fruit, and a touch of florality. In fact, I would 

drink it as-is without a second fermentation if he’d let me. I do wonder how it will function as a Champagne, 
but there is no denying it has plenty of character. 

 

 


